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Understanding Jurisdictions, Gazetteers, and Maps
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Who Created the Records?Who Created the Records?Who Created the Records?Who Created the Records?Who Created the Records?Who Created the Records?Who Created the Records?Who Created the Records?

• Records used by genealogists were created by State agencies 
and the Church

• Lutheran church was a state agency, but with it’s own 
organizational hierarchy.organizational hierarchy.

• Records created by law vs. records created by social 
influences
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• Follows civil jurisdictions
• Records are described under the creating organization but use civil 
localities.

• Lutheran church hierarchy
• Svenska kyrkan > Linköpings stift > Värnamo församling• Svenska kyrkan > Linköpings stift > Värnamo församling

• Civil hierarchy
• Sverige > Jönköpings län > Värnamo
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• Sweden
• Based on the counties as of 1952

• Finland
• Based on the counties as of 1945 and in 1960
• Areas ceded to Russia are in Viipuri county with the western area included in • Areas ceded to Russia are in Viipuri county with the western area included in 
Kymi
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SwedenSwedenSwedenSwedenSwedenSwedenSwedenSweden

• Svenska kyrkan (Archbishop of Uppsala)
• Stift (Diocese) – Biskop | Domkapitel

• Kontrakt (Deanery) – Provost
• Pastorat (Clerical District) – Kyrkoherde (vicar)

• Socken / Församling (Parish) – Präst• Socken / Församling (Parish) – Präst

• State - multiple ministries (kollegier, etc.)
• Länsstyrelse (County Administration) – Landshövding (Governor)

• Härad (District) – Häradskrivare & Kronofogde
• Kommun (Municipality) – Kommunestyrelse (City Council),Kommunesfullmäktige
(municipal council)

• Drätselkammare (Finance Board)
• Femmans-, Sjumanskammaren (City Council)
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• Most commonly used sources:
• A I Husförhörslängder
• B Flyttningslängder
• C I Födelse- och dopböckerC I Födelse- och dopböcker
• D I Konfirmationsböcker
• E I Lysnings- och vigselsböcker
• F I Död- och begravningsböcker



DomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitlet

• 1684 Karl XI 
• Regulation of the Priesthood
• Burials and funerals;
• Punishment for violating the SabbathPunishment for violating the Sabbath
• Church discipline
• Divorces (until 1734)
• Precursor to Church Law of 1686



DomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitletDomkapitlet

• Records include:
• Consistorial minutes
• Diocesan correspondence
• Financial accounts of church propertiesFinancial accounts of church properties

• Schools, hospitals, poorhouses, etc.

• Probates of the clergy
• Marriages and divorces

• Cecilia Björkman, Vad finns i domkapitlens arkiv och hur 
hittar man? :  En översikt och vägledning till Uppsala och 
Strängnäs domkapitels arkiv



Access via FamilySearchAccess via FamilySearchAccess via FamilySearchAccess via FamilySearchAccess via FamilySearchAccess via FamilySearchAccess via FamilySearchAccess via FamilySearch

• Catalog
• Svenska kyrkan. Domkapitlet (locality)

• Historical Records
• Sweden [län] Church Records• Sweden [län] Church Records

• Browse – [locality] domkapitel / domkyrka
• Select volume



KammarkollegietKammarkollegietKammarkollegietKammarkollegietKammarkollegietKammarkollegietKammarkollegietKammarkollegiet

• Legal, Financial and Administrative Services Agency
• Established 1539 by Gustav Vasa
• Collect taxes
• Audit public accountsAudit public accounts

• Records Held by FamilySearch
• Landskapshandlingar 1538-1635 (province) 
• Tionderäkenskaper 1500-1600 (diocese)
• Älvsborgs lösen, 1571; 1614-1619
• 129 other records
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• Established 1634 by Axel Oxenstierna to replace slottslän
• Landshövding (governor)
• Länsstyrelse (administrative board)

• Landskansli (county registrar)• Landskansli (county registrar)
• Passjournal – passports [FHLC länsstyrelsen]
• Fångvård - list of jailed and imprisoned persons – not at FHL
• Näringar - business and occupation records – not at FHL

• Landskontor (county office)
• Mantalslängder – tax census, reported by häradsskrivare by county

• Every 5th year filmed [FHLC länsstyrelsen]
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• Prior to 1918
• Häradsskrivare (district registrar) 

• Reported to landskontor
• Jordeböcker – cataloged under Kammarkollegium• Jordeböcker – cataloged under Kammarkollegium
• Mantalslängder - [FHLC länsstyrelsen]
• Skattelängder – not at FHL

• Kronofogde (bailiff)
• Local prosecutor
• Collected taxes, fees, fines and other payments

• Records not at FHL



MunicipalMunicipalMunicipalMunicipalMunicipalMunicipalMunicipalMunicipal

• Magistrat (Magistrate)
• Borgarlängder, borgarmatriklar, burskapslängder, burskapsprotokoll
(citizenship & freemen)

• Passjournal (passports)
• Protkoll (court and city administration minutes)• Protkoll (court and city administration minutes)

• Notarius Publicus (Notary Public)
• Drätselkammare (Finance board)
• Femmanskammaren,  sjumanskammaren (City council)



GuildsGuildsGuildsGuildsGuildsGuildsGuildsGuilds

• Three basic ratings:
1. Lärepojkar - apprentice
2. Gesäller - journeyman
3. Mästare - master

• Records at FHL

• Records by guild:
• Skomakare (cobbler) - 24
• Snickare (carpenter) - 15
• Tunnbindare (cooper) - 11

• Records at FHL
• Stockholm – over 40 guilds
• Malmö – 16
• Norrköping – 16
• Jönköping – 15
• Kristianstad – 10
• Karlskrona – 8

Tunnbindare (cooper) - 11
• Skräddare (tailor) - 10
• Guldsmed (goldsmith) - 8



Court OrganizationCourt OrganizationCourt OrganizationCourt OrganizationCourt OrganizationCourt OrganizationCourt OrganizationCourt Organization

Kunglig Majestät i Riksrådet (/1789) Högsta domstolen [Supreme Court] (1789/)

Nedre justitierevisionen

Hovrätt [Court of Appeal] (Svea hövrätt 1614/)Hovrätt [Court of Appeal] (Svea hövrätt 1614/)

Rådhusrätt & Magistraten [city courts] Lagmansrätt [Inferior Court of Appeal] (/1849)

Kämnärsrätt [lower city court] (/1849) Häradsrätt [Court of first instance] (/1971)



Other CourtsOther CourtsOther CourtsOther CourtsOther CourtsOther CourtsOther CourtsOther Courts

• Accisrätt (customs and excise)
• Gruvrätt (mining)
• Hall- och manufakturrätt (factories and manufacturing)
• Krigsrätt (military)• Krigsrätt (military)
• Sjörätt (maritime)
• Sjötullsrätt (maritime customs and taxes)
• And others with specific jurisdictions and powers



MilitaryMilitaryMilitaryMilitaryMilitaryMilitaryMilitaryMilitary

• Begin in 1634 created by either the 
• Krigskollegiet (army)
• Amiralitetskollegiet (navy)

• Records at FHL• Records at FHL
• Arranged by unit 

• Muster rolls
• Courts-martial



FinlandFinlandFinlandFinlandFinlandFinlandFinlandFinland

• Until 1809 part of Sweden with same administrative 
structure

• 1809-1917 Grand Duchy of Finland (Suomen 
suuriruhtinaskunta / Storfurstendömet Finland)

• 1863 Kielireskripti (Language Decree)• 1863 Kielireskripti (Language Decree)
• Finnish becomes official language, 20-year plan to full adoption

• 1869 Kirkkolaki (Church law) separated church from state
• All church control access to their records

• 1870 Annual report of persons leaving Finland required

• 1917 Declaration of Independence (Suomen 
itsenäisyysjulistus / Finlands självständighetsförklaring)
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• Commonly used sources
• A1 - Pää- ja rippikirjat | Huvud- och Kommunionböcker / Main and 
confirmation books

• B1 - Muuttaneet | Flyttningslängder / Moving to or from parish
• C1 - Synttneet ja kastetut | Födda och döpta / Births and baptisms• C1 - Synttneet ja kastetut | Födda och döpta / Births and baptisms
• D1 - Rippilapset | Konfirmationer / Confirmations
• E1 - Kuulutetut ja Vihityt | Vigda / Banns and Marriages
• F1 - Kuolleet ja haudatut | Döda och begravna / Deaths and burials
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• One you’ve probably never heard about
• 1 G Vierasseurakuntalaisten / Records of people from external 
parishes



Orthodox ChurchOrthodox ChurchOrthodox ChurchOrthodox ChurchOrthodox ChurchOrthodox ChurchOrthodox ChurchOrthodox Church

• Suomen ortodoksinen kirkko (Orthodox)
• Three diocese: Karelia, Helsinki, and Oulu

• 25 parishes
• FamilySearch has records from 19

• Venäjän ortodoksinen kirkko Suomessa (Russian Orthodox)• Venäjän ortodoksinen kirkko Suomessa (Russian Orthodox)
• 1 diocese

• 6 parishes, 3 in Helsinki
• No records held by FamilySearch
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• Catalog
• Finland, [County], [City] – Church records

• Historical Records
• Finland, Church Census and Pre-Confirmation Books, 1657-1915• Finland, Church Census and Pre-Confirmation Books, 1657-1915

• Search by name
• Browse through images



LäänitLäänitLäänitLäänitLäänitLäänitLäänitLäänit / / / / / / / / länlänlänlänlänlänlänlän (County) (County) (County) (County) (County) (County) (County) (County) 

• Maaherra / landshövding (governor)
• Lääninhallitus / länsstyrelse (administrative board)

• Lääninkanslia / landskansli (county registrar) 
• Lääninkonttori / landskontor (county office)• Lääninkonttori / landskontor (county office)

• Kihlaunta / härad (district)
• Henkikirjoittaja / häradsskrivare (district registrar)
• Kruununvouti / kronofogde (bailiff)



KaupungiKaupungiKaupungiKaupungiKaupungiKaupungiKaupungiKaupungi -------- MunicipalMunicipalMunicipalMunicipalMunicipalMunicipalMunicipalMunicipal

• Notaari / Notarius publicus (notary public)
• Maistraatti / magistrat (magistrate)
• Rahatoimikamari / drätselkammare (finance board)
• Kaupunginvaltuuston / kommunestyrelse (city council)• Kaupunginvaltuuston / kommunestyrelse (city council)



Court Organization To 1809Court Organization To 1809Court Organization To 1809Court Organization To 1809Court Organization To 1809Court Organization To 1809Court Organization To 1809Court Organization To 1809

Kunglig Majestät i Riksrådet (/1789)
Högsta domstolen [Supreme Court] | Ruotsin korkein oikeus (1789/1809)

Nedre justitierevisionen (/1809)

Hovrätt [Court of Appeal] Svea hövrätt (1614/1622) | Turun Hovioikeus (1623/1809)

Laamannikunnat / 
Laamanninoikeus - Lower 

Court of Appeal

Maistraatti - Magistrates Court 
| Raastuvanoikeus - City Court

Erikoistuomioistuimet - Special 
Municipal Court

Kihlakunnanoikeus / 
Tuomiokunnat - Inferior Court

Kämnerinoikeus - Chamber 
Court



Court Organization After 1809Court Organization After 1809Court Organization After 1809Court Organization After 1809Court Organization After 1809Court Organization After 1809Court Organization After 1809Court Organization After 1809

Korkein oikeus - Supreme court

Hoivoikeus – Appeals court

Käräjäoikeus – District court

Laamanninoikeus – Lower 
court of appeal

Maistraatti - Magistrates Court 
| Raastuvanoikeus - City Court

Erikoistuomioistuimet - Special 
Municipal Court

Kihlakunnanoikeus / 
Tuomiokunnat - Inferior Court

Kämnerinoikeus - Chamber 
Court



Court RecordsCourt RecordsCourt RecordsCourt RecordsCourt RecordsCourt RecordsCourt RecordsCourt Records

Court

Ilmoitusasiat - Mortagages, 

guardianship, marriage 

settlements

Perukirjat - Probates Tuomiokirjat – Judgements

Hovioikeus - Court of 

Appeal/Supreme Court
X X

Laamanninoikeus - Lower Court Laamanninoikeus - Lower Court 

of Appeal
X

Kihlakunnanoikeus - Inferior 

Court
X X X

Erikoistuomioistuimet - Special 

Municipal Court
X

Maistraatti - Magistrates Court X X X

Raastuvanoikeus - City Court X X X

Kämnerinoikeus - Chamber Court X



GazetteersGazetteersGazetteersGazetteersGazetteersGazetteersGazetteersGazetteers

• Sweden
• Rosenberg, Carl-Martin. Geografiskt-statistiskt handlexikon öfver
Sverige : efter nyaste, hufvudsakligen officiella källor. Stockholm : 
A.V. Carlsons förlag, 1882-1883 (digital book tn 252480)

• Finland• Finland
• Räsänen, Oskar. Posti- ja sähkösanomaosoitteiden hakemisto. 
Helsinki : Posti- ja lennätinhallitus, 1930 (tn 120995)

• Tarmio, Hannu. Suomenmaa : maantieteellis-yhteiskunnallinen 
tieto- ja hakuteos. Porvoo : WS, 1967-1968 (tn 218903)
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RäsänenRäsänenRäsänenRäsänenRäsänenRäsänenRäsänenRäsänen, , , , , , , , PostiPostiPostiPostiPostiPostiPostiPosti-------- ja ja ja ja ja ja ja ja 
sähkösanomaosoitteiden hakemistosähkösanomaosoitteiden hakemistosähkösanomaosoitteiden hakemistosähkösanomaosoitteiden hakemistosähkösanomaosoitteiden hakemistosähkösanomaosoitteiden hakemistosähkösanomaosoitteiden hakemistosähkösanomaosoitteiden hakemisto
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SuomenmaaSuomenmaaSuomenmaaSuomenmaaSuomenmaaSuomenmaaSuomenmaaSuomenmaa

Lääni – county (län)
Kihlakunta – province (landskap)
Nimismiespiiri – district (härad)
Tuomiokunta – inferior court
Käräjäkunta – district court
Hiippakunta – diocese (stift)
Rovastikunta – provst (kontrakt)



Atlas of Finnish HistoryAtlas of Finnish HistoryAtlas of Finnish HistoryAtlas of Finnish HistoryAtlas of Finnish HistoryAtlas of Finnish HistoryAtlas of Finnish HistoryAtlas of Finnish History

• Jutikkala, Eino. Suomen historian kartasto. 1949 (tn 421984).
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• Sweden
• Lantmäteriet (National Land Survey) 

• Kartsök och ortnamn
• Historiska kartor

• Finland• Finland
• Maanlittauslaitos / Lantmäteriverket (National Land Survey)

• Asioi verkossa / E-tjänster / E-services 
• Karttapaikka / Kartplatsen / MapSite











“It’s not my fault.” 

An ApologyAn ApologyAn ApologyAn ApologyAn ApologyAn ApologyAn ApologyAn Apology

“It’s not my fault.” 
Han Solo



Finland LegacyFinland LegacyFinland LegacyFinland LegacyFinland LegacyFinland LegacyFinland LegacyFinland Legacy CollectionCollectionCollectionCollectionCollectionCollectionCollectionCollection
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